
Live Like a Local
Winter Semester 2026/2027
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Tips on…
1. Everyday Life
2. Shopping & Public Holidays
3. Discovering Magdeburg
4. Making Friends & Social Life
5. German Culture
6. Daring to be a Local



1. Tips For Everyday Life
Waste Separation | „Pfand“ | Mobile Data & Making Phone Calls 



On Waste Seperation

Choosing The Correct Bin

plastic, metal & 
composite 
materials

YELLOW



On Waste Seperation

Choosing The Correct Bin

paper & 
cardboard

BLUE



On Waste Seperation

Choosing The Correct Bin

organic waste
BROWN

NOTE
Use bio-degradable 

bags only!



On Waste Seperation

Choosing The 
Correct Bin

Unsorted, 
unrecyclable 

waste

BLACK



On Waste Separation

Non-returnable 
glass is to be 

separated 
by color

white, green, brown

There are 
separate 
donation 

containers for 
old clothes

Beware! 
bulky waste, 

electronics, batteries 
& hazardous waste are 

treated specially



On Waste Separation

Beware! 
bulky waste is treated 

specially

Electronics, 
Batteries & 
Light bulbs

Can be disposed of at 
electronic shops like 

MediaMarkt 

Click for moreINFO

Click 
for 

more

INFO

https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/Leben-in-Magdeburg/Umwelt/Abfall/Recycling-und-Entsorgung/Sperrm%C3%BCll/


1. Tips For Everyday Life
Waste Separation | „Pfand“ | Mobile Data & Making Phone Calls 



On The German „Pfand“ System

Cans, Plastic 
& Glass Bottles

Operate on a deposit 
system – get your 

money back!



On The German „Pfand“ System

0,25€ 
per disposable plastic 

bottle or can



On The German „Pfand“ System

0,08 - 0,15€ 
per reusable glass 

bottle



On The German „Pfand“ System

Return at 
every grocery 
or beverage 

store near you



On The German „Pfand“ System

Use the refund 
in the grocery 

of return



Keep an eye 
out for this 

symbol

On The German „Pfand“ System



1. Tips For Everyday Life
Waste Separation | „Pfand“ | Mobile Data & Making Phone Calls 



On Mobile Data & Making Phone Calls

Recommendation 
Pre-paid SIM-card

Buy in supermarket 
e.g. Aldi, Lidl, Edeka, NP, 

Rewe,…



On Mobile Data & Making Phone Calls

Common 
providers

Aldi Talk, Lidl Connect, 
O2, Vodafone, Telekom

Identification
via video-chat might 

be necessary! 



2. Tips on Shopping & Public 
Holidays
Shopping & Paying | Sundays & Public Holidays 



On Shopping & Paying

Groceries



On Shopping & Paying

Shopping 
Ceters



On Shopping & Paying

Drug Stores



On Shopping & Paying

Electronic 
Markets



On Shopping & Paying

Used 
Furniture & Household 

Appliances

“An- & 
Verkauf” 

purchase & sale
shops

Klein-
anzeigen

IKUS 
WhatsApp 

group 
“sharing is caring” 

Contact 
ikus@ovgu.de

https://www.kleinanzeigen.de/


On Shopping & Paying

Laundromat
Bloomest The Laundry Lab

https://magdeburg.bloomest.de/
https://www.thelaundrylab.de/en/thiemstr-8-magdeburg


On Shopping & Paying

„Bar oder mit 
Karte?“

„Bar, bitte!“



Payment 
Options

On Shopping & Paying

Debit Card
by Visa or Mastercard

Credit Card 
e.g. Visa, Mastercard, 

American Express 

German Debit 
Card

„Girokarte“ e.g. 
Sparkasse



On Shopping & Paying

Debit Card
by Visa or Mastercard

Credit Card 
e.g. Visa, Mastercard, 

American Express 

German Debit 
Card

„Girokarte“ e.g. 
Sparkasse

Smaller 
Shops

still often only 
accept cash 



On Shopping & Paying

„17,60 €, 
bitte.“

„20,00 €, 
stimmt so!“



Tipping
“Trinkgeld”

On Shopping & Paying

„Aufrunden“
Rounding up is 

common, even at the 
grocery store – there 

usually from 
e.g. 5,95 € to 6,00 €

5 to 10 %
But „just“ giving what 
you can, if you can, is 

also acceptable as 
students



Tipping
“Trinkgeld”

On Shopping & Paying

„Aufrunden“
Rounding up is 

common, even at the 
grocery store – there 

usually from 
e.g. 5,95 € to 6,00 €

5 to 10 %
But „just“ giving what 
you can, if you can, is 

also acceptable as 
students



2. Tips on Shopping & Public 
Holidays
Shopping & Paying | Sundays & Public Holidays 



On Sundays & Public Holidays

On Sundays 
& Public Holidays 

Shops are usually closed in Germany

In Saxony-Anhalt

Oct 3, 2026 Anniversary of German 
unification

Oct 31, 2026 Reformation Day
Dec 25, 2026 Christmas Day

Dec 26, 2026 Boxing Day



On Sundays & Public Holidays

Sunday Shopping
Happens on a couple of Sundays 

throughout the year.

Look out for the
Specific dates here

https://www.offline-einkaufen.com/st/verkaufsoffener-sonntag-magdeburg.html


On Sundays & Public Holidays

Sunday Shopping
at the main train station year long:

ALDI
Bakeries

Barber shop
Newspaper shop

Click here for all shops

https://www.bahnhof.de/magdeburg-hbf/einkaufen-und-essen


3. Tips on Discovering 
Magdeburg
Getting Around | Places to Know | Things to do | 



Biking
Is very common in 

Magdeburg & you can 
bike to almost every 

destination

Buying a Bike
Second Hand 

Free Exchange
Flea market organized 
by the local municipal 
waste management 

company

On Getting Around

Renting a Bike
Call a Bike by Deutsche 

Bahn

By 
Bike

https://www.magdeburg.de/Gratisflohmarkt
https://www.callabike.de/en/home
https://www.callabike.de/en/home


Beware
Of thieves! 

A good lock goes a 
long way

On Getting Around By 
Bike

https://www.fmb.ovgu.de/fmb2/en/FAQ/Mobility+Magdeburg.html


ÖPNV
With your 

Deutschlandticket you 
can use the Bus, Tram, 
Train & even the fairy 

here in Magdeburg

On Getting Around

For in depth 
information on 

mobility
within Magdeburg 

& beyond

ÖPNV

Click here

https://www.fmb.ovgu.de/fmb2/en/FAQ/Mobility+Magdeburg.html


3. Tips on Discovering 
Magdeburg
Getting Around | Places to Know | Things to do  



On Places to Know

Herrenkrug Park

The city’s 
oldest park. Dating as far 
back as the 17th century. 

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Herrenkrugpark.php?ModID=9&FID=557.318.1


On Places to Know

Otto-von-Guericke-Museum

Get to know the 
university’s name giver. 

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Herrenkrugpark.php?ModID=9&FID=557.318.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Otto-von-Guericke-Museum-im-Guericke-Zentrum-Lukasklause.php?object=tx,115.3393.1


On Places to Know

Elbe embankment promenade

Here you’ll find the 4 km 
long Elbuferpromenade, 

Elbe Balcony, etc.  

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Herrenkrugpark.php?ModID=9&FID=557.318.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Otto-von-Guericke-Museum-im-Guericke-Zentrum-Lukasklause.php?object=tx,115.3393.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Elbuferpromenade.php?object=tx,37.10144.1


On Places to Know
Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Hasselbachplatz

Named after Hasselbach, 
a former mayor of the 
city, home to the pub 

district.

https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Herrenkrugpark.php?ModID=9&FID=557.318.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Otto-von-Guericke-Museum-im-Guericke-Zentrum-Lukasklause.php?object=tx,115.3393.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Elbuferpromenade.php?object=tx,37.10144.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Adressen/Hasselbachplatz.php?ModID=9&FID=557.346.1


On Places to Know
Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Playhouse

Together with the Opera 
House part of the Theater 

in Magdeburg Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Herrenkrugpark.php?ModID=9&FID=557.318.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Otto-von-Guericke-Museum-im-Guericke-Zentrum-Lukasklause.php?object=tx,115.3393.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Elbuferpromenade.php?object=tx,37.10144.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Adressen/Hasselbachplatz.php?ModID=9&FID=557.346.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/Verwaltung-Service/Eigenbetriebe-st%C3%A4dtische-Partner/Theater-Magdeburg-Schauspielhaus-/


On Places to Know
Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Museum of Natural History 

The city’s oldest 
museum, home to the 
largest natural history 
collection in this state.

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Herrenkrugpark.php?ModID=9&FID=557.318.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Otto-von-Guericke-Museum-im-Guericke-Zentrum-Lukasklause.php?object=tx,115.3393.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Elbuferpromenade.php?object=tx,37.10144.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Adressen/Hasselbachplatz.php?ModID=9&FID=557.346.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/Verwaltung-Service/Eigenbetriebe-st%C3%A4dtische-Partner/Theater-Magdeburg-Schauspielhaus-/
https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Museum-f%C3%BCr-Naturkunde-Magdeburg.php?ModID=9&FID=557.25.1


On Places to Know
Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

City Library

Intercultural events, 
readings, language café.
Apply for a library card! 

☺

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

Markierung mit einfarbiger Füllung

https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Herrenkrugpark.php?ModID=9&FID=557.318.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Otto-von-Guericke-Museum-im-Guericke-Zentrum-Lukasklause.php?object=tx,115.3393.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Elbuferpromenade.php?object=tx,37.10144.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Adressen/Hasselbachplatz.php?ModID=9&FID=557.346.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/Verwaltung-Service/B%C3%BCrgerService/Online-Services/Bibliotheksausweis-beantragen.php?ModID=10&FID=37.1722.1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/Verwaltung-Service/Eigenbetriebe-st%C3%A4dtische-Partner/Theater-Magdeburg-Schauspielhaus-/
https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Museum-f%C3%BCr-Naturkunde-Magdeburg.php?ModID=9&FID=557.25.1
https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Stadtbibliothek-Magdeburg.php?ModID=9&FID=37.62.1


On Places to Know

Buckau

Young residents, rich 
cultural life. Home to the 

Technology Museum & 
the Gruson Greenhouses.

Stadtfeld Ost

The most popular district. 
Lots of parks, cafés 

surrounded by beautiful 
“Gründerzeit” houses.

https://www.magdeburg-tourist.de/Tourismus-Freizeit/System/Mitteilungen/Magdeburger-Stadtteile-im-Profil-Buckau.php?ModID=255&FID=557.1968.1


3. Tips on Discovering 
Magdeburg
Getting Around | Places to Know | Things to do  



On Things to do

Biking in Magdeburg is quite enjoyable 

Taking long walks: along the Elbe, through 
your new neighborhoods

There’s always a park you haven’t visited 
yet or that you want to keep going to ☺

There’s also always a flea market to go to

You can go watch a movie or a play

You can take a break at one of the 
many cafés the city has to offer

You can visit one of the many cultural events

…

https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/System/Veranstaltungskalender/


4. Tips for Making Friends & 
Social Life
Where to Actually Meet (Local) people



On Where to Actually Meet (Local) People

On 
Campus

sports 
courses

language 
café

student 
initiatives

various 
events

IKUS/IKT

Campus 
Kombinat

faculty 
parties

https://www.spoz.ovgu.de/spoz/en/
https://www.spoz.ovgu.de/spoz/en/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DdENwX7DA7W/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DdENwX7DA7W/?img_index=1
https://www.fww.ovgu.de/fww/en/Teaching/DURING+YOUR+STUDIES/Student+initiatives.html
https://www.fww.ovgu.de/fww/en/Teaching/DURING+YOUR+STUDIES/Student+initiatives.html


On Where to Actually Meet (Local) People

Magdeburg 
City

Volunteer 
agency 

Magdeburg

These are just 
examples. There’re 

many more 
channels 

clubs

cultural 
events

Magdeburg 
Welcome 
Service

Magdeboogie

Dates

AGSA

international 
associations, 

migrant 
organizations & 

intercultural 
initiatives

https://www.freiwilligenagentur-magdeburg.de/leichte-sprache/
https://www.freiwilligenagentur-magdeburg.de/leichte-sprache/
https://www.freiwilligenagentur-magdeburg.de/leichte-sprache/
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/Stadt/Vereine-in-Magdeburg/
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%FCrger-Stadt/Leben-in-Magdeburg/Welcome-Portal/Magdeburg-Welcome-Service/Welcome-Service/?noredir=1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%FCrger-Stadt/Leben-in-Magdeburg/Welcome-Portal/Magdeburg-Welcome-Service/Welcome-Service/?noredir=1
https://www.magdeburg.de/B%FCrger-Stadt/Leben-in-Magdeburg/Welcome-Portal/Magdeburg-Welcome-Service/Welcome-Service/?noredir=1
https://magdeboogie.de/
https://www.dates-md.de/search/event/veranstaltungen-magdeburg/#page=1
https://www-agsa-de.translate.goog/aktuelles.html?_x_tr_sl=de&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=de&_x_tr_pto=wapp


On Where to Actually Meet (Local) People

Magdeburg Welcome 
Service

For questions about arriving & living in 
Magdeburg

Information on work & study, housing, 
language courses, family, leisure activities, 

health, residence & work permits

Information events & workshops, 
networking

Individual advice by email, telephone, 
digitally & on site

https://www.magdeburg.de/B%C3%BCrger-Stadt/Leben-in-Magdeburg/Welcome-Portal/Magdeburg-Welcome-Service/


On Where to Actually Meet (Local) People

https://www.magdeburg.de/B%FCrger-Stadt/Leben-in-Magdeburg/Welcome-Portal/Magdeburg-Welcome-Service/Welcome-Service/?noredir=1


"Friendships often grow 
through shared 

activities."



5. Tips on German Culture
Things That may Feel Strange



On Things That may Feel Strange

Germans like 
to complain a 
lot ;) 

A lot is closed 
on Sundays People take 

waste 
separation 
quite seriously 

People rarely 
approach 
strangers out 
of the blue

Cashiers work very 
fast

Punctuality isn’t an 
option & 
appointments are 
kept

“Keine Sorge” & “Alles 
gut” can have different 
meanings

The weather is 
very often topic 
of discussion

Bureaucracy is 
part of everyday 
life

You may notice…

Bus, Tram, 
etc.: Let those 
getting off out 
1st

Keep right: on the 
escalator, on your 
bike, while walking



6. Tips on Daring to be a Local
Your Magdeburg Bucket List



On Your Magdeburg Bucket List

10 Things to try during your 1st

semester

1. Try an OVGU sports course

2. Go to a language café

3. Join a student event or game night

4. Have a conversation with a German student

5. Master German recycling 

6. Have a coffee & cake between 3-4 pm

7. visit a weekly market 



On Your Magdeburg Bucket List

10 Things to try during your 1st

semester

8. Have a picnic or BBQ by the Elbe or at 
Stadtpark

9. Have a swing at the “Elbe Swing" 

10. Explore a neighborhood beyond 
the city center



A lot is closed 
on Sundays

Cashiers work very 
fast

People rarely 
approach 
strangers out 
of the blue

“Keine Sorge” & “Alles 
gut” can have different 
meanings

The weather is 
very often topic 
of discussion

Bureaucracy is 
part of everyday 
life

Important Emergency Numbers

Fire department / 
Ambulance: 112

Police: 110



Do you have 
any questions?

Thank you
for your attention!
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